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APPENDIX C: News Articles

Appendix C

During the course of this planning process a number of newspaper articles appeared in local
publications concerning this project. A small sampling of these articles are found below:
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Leaders seek
input on US-23
Heritage Route

By Eric English

TIMES WRITDn

If you think the U523 high-
way along Lake Huron should
have more tree-lined boule-
vards or scenic turnouts, thers
s still time to make your opln-
ion ko,

Public meetings are taking
place to take comument on mak-
ing US-23 a new state “Heritage
Route® from Standish to
Mackinaw City to promote
shoreline tourism.

“We're looking for a vision.
What is the vision ol people in
the Standish community lor
this highway?" said Thomas
Ferguson, director of the
Michigan's Sunrise Side Travel
Mmoo iation,

Ferguson is one of several
people oversesing the Herltage
Route planning process that
has been under way for more
than a year. As part of that
process, public hearings to d
cuss people’s ldeas for IIE
Heritage Route are being helt
in different communities along
the route, he sald. i

A meeting was schedulefl
from 10 am. to noon today
the Arenac County Bllil:lhlg-E
public hearing is also scheds
uled for 10 am. to noon on July
I at the losca County
Courthouse.

Ferguson sakd any public tes-
timony taken will be included
in the application for US-23 (o
receive federal Heritage Route
designation. The application is
due Sept, 30,

“We want to hesr what they
hawve to say. Theres no such
thing as a bad idea.” Ferguson
said,

In previous public hearings
held farther north, some peo-
ple called for more highway

STANDISH

beautification and better
access to the inland waterway
near Chebaoygaii, e said.

Heritage Koute designation
will give US-23 projects that it
within the vision a better
chance ol winning state and
federal funding, Ferguson sald,
That could help to pay for bet-
ter landscaping or other high-
wiay eatures near development
sites, he sabd.

The Michigan Department of
Transportation previously
awarded a §107,000 grant to
help with the Heritage Route
planning. The highway's official
designation is expected by
vear's end and peosple will then
begin to see road signs promaot-
ing the Heritage Route,
Ferguson said

The Heritage Route will not
alfect local soning oF increase
regulations, but it will add
“scenic beauty” to the list of
transportation deparlmont
considerations in future road
planning.

Ferguson said only a few
highways have been granted a
Heritage Houte designation.
That's because the planning
process takes so much work,
cos=is a lot and requires cooper-
ation Irom all of the munkcipali-
ties along the route, he said.

The federal government cre-
ated the heritage route pro-
gram In 1993 as a way Lo pro-
mote regional roads for their
historic, scemic and recreation-
al value, The US-23 roulte along
Lake Huron fealures panoramic
views of the water and many
resor] Towrs.

- Eri¢ English covers regronal
news for The Tines. He can be
regched al [-SIN-F27-T66 1
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